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PATCHING PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF PATCHING PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 11 AUGUST 2022 AT CLAPHAM AND PATCHING VILLAGE HALL 

 
Attending: Councillors Mr Marc Pinnell - Acting Chairman - (MP), Mr Rick Romero – RFO -  (RR), Mr Matt Hall 
(MH), Mr Richard Prior (RP), Mrs Karen Coleman (KC) 
 
Apologies: Ms Claire Fullman – Clerk - (CF) 

  

Agenda 
Item No. 

Subject Action 

 EVACUATION PROCEDURES 
H & S recommendations complied with.  10 people present, 5 Public, 5 Cllrs.  MP 
counting in emergency.  
 
Cllr MP opened the meeting as Acting Chairman and thanks public for attendance. 

 
 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr MP invites expressions of interest for election to the post of Chair of Patching 
Parish Council. 
Cllr RR expresses interest.  No other councillors express interest. 
Cllr MP proposes Cllr RR for election to the post of Chairman of Patching Parish 
Council. 
Through a show of hands Cllr RR is elected unanimously.  
Cllr MP resigns as Acting Chairman. 
Cllr RR chairs the remainder of the meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF OFFICE 
Chairman RR thanks Cllr MP for Acting Chairmanship and other Cllrs for election. 
Chairman RR acknowledges that Declaration of Office requires signing.  Clerk to 
action. 
Chairman RR refers to access to Chair’s email account.  Chairman RR to address 
with prior Chairman Mr Paul Isaacs. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
Chairman 

3 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 
The council considers and discuss the value of an elected Vice-Chair.  Councillors 
generally feel a Vice-Chair is not needed or are indifferent.  Cllr MP comments on 
the limited role of Vice-Chair as described in standing orders. 
When proposed Cllr KC states that she would be prepared to take the role with 
appropriate training and support.  Discussion follows and it is decided to consider 
the benefit and value of a Vice-Chair further at the next council meeting.  Cllr KC 
concurs. 

 

4 ERROR ON AGENDA – NO ITEM FOR DISCUSSION  

5 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from CF (Clerk). 
Apologies received from West Sussex County Councillor Deborah Urquhart. 
No other apologies received. 

 

6 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST  
There were no Declarations of Interest. 
 
Councillors confirm that there are no arrears in respect of Council Tax payments. 

 

7 DATA PROTECTION 
Councillors confirm that: 

1. That they have read and understood PPC’s GDPR policies 
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2. That they do not hold any personal data in any manner contrary to those 
policies 

3. That they agree to disclose any known, potential, or perceived data 
breaches. 

8.  APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 24 MAY 2022 AND EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 21 JUNE 2022 
The meeting minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 
 
The Meeting was suspended for Public Questions 
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS  
Parishioners refer to ongoing activities at Patching Pond. 
Chairman RR brings forward agenda item 15. 
Cllr MP summarises the situation with reference to correspondence received from 
SDNPA Planning Enforcement. 
The situation is discussed at length. 
It is concluded that both parishioners and Council members are disappointed with 
the decision by SDNPA not to progress enforcement action. 
Cllr RP suggests the Council should express such to SDNPA. 
Cllr MP agrees to contact SDNPA enforcement officer and express our 
disappointment.  The letter will be copied to Member of Parliament Andrew 
Griffiths. 
 
Parishioners raise concerns in regard to planning and licensing issues associated 
with the Fox Public House. 
Parishioners allege noise, sewage release, burning of commercial waste, 
contravention of dark skies policies and harassment.  Parishioners have raised 
these issues with the relevant authorities namely SDNPA, Environment Agency and 
Environmental Health.  The extensive correspondence has also been shared with 
the Parish Council. 
The situation is discussed at length including observations that any sewage 
discharged to Selden Lane would also be impacting Angmering Parish; and that 
were the issues, particularly relating to noise, raised by other parishioners this 
might expediate action by the relevant authorities. 
Cllr MP thanked parishioners for bringing the matter to the attention of the Parish 
Council and sharing correspondence to date.  He advised that on behalf of the 
Parish Council and in response to parishioners’ concerns he had spoken directly 
with SDNPA and Environmental Health.  His account of investigations and action 
being undertaken by those agencies accords with parishioners understanding.  In 
conclusion it is concluded that those agencies are dealing expediently and 
appropriately, within the constraints of the relevant legislation. 
Cllr MP invites parishioners to continue to share correspondence with PPC.  Cllr MP 
undertook to contact Craig Milligan (Environmental Health) and Rob Cornell 
(Environment Agency) again on behalf of PPC. 
 
Parishioners raise three additional matters: 

1. Opportunity to improve communications from the Council via e.g. Along 
the Furlong; Facebook.  Clerk to facilitate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr MP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr MP 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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2. Alex Lock has been asked to plough a firebreak around fields due to recent 
hot weather.  It was noted that recently ploughed ditches to deter trespass 
may also provide firebreaks.  Cllr Prior undertook to contact Alex Lock 

3. Development proposals at the Gravel Pit, Clapham.  This was deferred to 
agenda item 15. 
 

The Meeting is now resumed 

10, 11, 12 REPORT FROM WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCILLOR/ARUN DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR/PSCO 
No reports received from Arun District Council and PSCO 
WSCC Councillor Urquhart advises through received apology of matters covered 
under the agenda. 

 
 
 

13 SUSSEX POLICE – ARUN PARISH MEETING 
Chairman RR summarises matters raised at the meeting. 
Councillors are not aware of the purported incidents included and reported in the 
crime statistics. 
Councillors confirm that Chairman RR should continue to represent PPC at future 
meetings. 
Cllr MP asks if it might be useful to publish crime statistics. 
Chairman RR concurs provided that they are accurate. 

 
 

14 CORRESPONDENCE  
No correspondence tabled for consideration. 

 
 

15 PLANNING:  
Planning applications notified, or decision made during the period to 11 August 2022 
and status of those notified prior: 

• SDNP/22/03503/HOUS – Orchard House.  Cllr MP advised that relevant 
neighbourhood plan policies include those relating to scale and nature of 
development.  The Council discussed the application in this context.  The 
limited time to review and respond to the application was noted.  The council 
concluded and resolved that; an objection should be lodged as “the application 
does not accord with policies within the Neighbourhood Plan”.  Chairman RR 
undertook to verify this through further review of the application details prior 
to submitting the objection. 

• SDNP/22/03525/FULL – Gravel Pit.  Cllr MP summarised the development 
proposals.  He noted that the application is within Clapham Parish.  He advised 
that any response from PPC should be guided by policies within the Patching 
Neighbourhood Plan and in consultation with Clapham Parish Council.  PPC 
discussed, concluded and resolved to submit an objection in principle subject 
to discussions with CPC.  Cllr MP undertook to correspond with Clapham Parish 
Council and resolve accordingly. 

• Patching Pond – discussed under agenda item 9 Public Forum 

• The Fox Public House – discussed under agenda item 9 Public Forum 
 

Licensing: Nil 
 
SDNPA Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document: Cllr MP draws to the 
attention of Councillors publication of SDNPA’s Design Guide Supplementary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman RR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr MP 
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Planning Document.  He notes that Clapham Parish Council has published a design 
guide too in support of their Neighbourhood Plan and advises the Council that PPC 
should consider, if it has sufficient funds, preparing a Design Guide in support of and 
in accordance with its own Neighbourhood Plan.  The Council agrees to keep under 
review supporting the proposal in principle. 

16 RESILIENCE MATTERS 
Salt Bins:  Cllr KC confirms that Alex Lock is OK to hold 2 bags in his barn near the 
church.  Cllr KC to arrange. 
Flooding, The Street:  Cllr RP reports that there has been no response or interest to 
the letters issued to WSCC and Andrew Griffiths MP in respect of lack of adequately 
addressing these ongoing issues.  He undertook however to persevere. 

      
Cllr KC 
 
 
 
Cllr RP 

17 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS  
Chairman RR briefly mentions report and the costs etc. 
Cllr RP says that he has spoken with John Best, and they recommend heavy cable, 
LED lights into the same tree. 
Chairman RR refers to problems with the slope of the road and conflict with 
specifications for a high lift platform.   He mentions possibility of road closure, but 
it was felt that this could be overcome without formality. 
Cllr MP feels that cost may be unimportant as this is a desirable venture and 
progression of purchases and equipment high has been agreed and resolved by the 
Council previously. 
Chairman RR clarifies that the replacement lights are more robust but are not 
eminently suitable as they are very close together.  He reminds the council that 
£1000 remains unspent since previous budget. 
Cllr RP will progress and confirm costs. 
Cllr RP suggests possible use of a crane instead of an access platform and will advise. 
Cllr MP suggests putting aside a couple of weekends to do the work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr RP 
Cllr RP 

18 BRANCHING OUT FUND 
Cllr MP outlines terms and conditions 

Cllr RP considers possible replacement of existing Xmas tree  
Cllr MP clarifies that the grant only covers native species 
Parishioner suggests that the island at junction of France Lane/ Arundel Road might 
be suitable.  Reference made to loss of many trees in 1980’s due to Dutch Elm 
disease. 
No decision to progress an application is reached. 

 

19 DEFIBRILATOR REPORT 
Chairman RR briefly outlines report and confirms defibrillator’s continuing 
availability. 

 

20 CO-OPTION POLICY 
The Co-option policy is tabled for approval.  Proposed by Chairman RR and 
seconded by Cllr MP. 
The policy is approved unanimously. 

 

21 FINANCIAL REPORT 
The financial report is tabled for approval.  Proposed by Cllr MP and seconded by 
Cllr KC. 
The report is approved unanimously. 

 

22 URGENT MATTERS ARISING 
Chairman RR raised access to PPC SharePoint site.  Cllr MP to address his access.  
Other councillors are offered access but do not see a need for it. 
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23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
10 November 2022 (Ordinary and Precept) (Provisional) 
 

 

24 CLOSE OF MEETING 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in accordance with 
Standing Orders 3 (d) to exclude the press and public on grounds that the 
confidential matters to be discussed would be prejudicial in the public interest. 
 
Councillors were asked to resolve to exclude the press and public from the 
remainder of the meeting due the nature of the following item. 
 
The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 Chairman RR closed the meeting to the public and press at 9:00pm. 

 

25 STAFF MATTERS 
The report circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting was considered. 

 

 
 
 

Signed as a true and accurate record 
 
 
Chairman 
Patching Parish Council 
 
 
 
 


